2         VEDANTA PHILOSOPHY

the West can realize   Especially is this the case with
a Sannyasm, whose whole training is away from the
practical, material side of life   Unused to handling
money, or to any mode of travel save on his own
feet, the Swami was robbed and imposed upon at
every stage of his journey, until when he finally
reached Chicago, he was nearly penniless   He had
brought with him no letters of introduction and knew
no one in the great city 2 Thus, alone among strang-
ers, thousands of miles from his own country, it was
a situation to daunt even a strong man, but the
Swami left the matter in the hands of the Lord, firm in
his faith that Divine protection would never fail him

For nearly a fortnight he was able to meet the
exorbitant demands of his hotel-keeper and others.
Then the small sum still in his possession was reduced
to such meagre proportions that he realized that, if he
did not wish to die of starvation in the street, he must
at once seek a place where the cost of living would

2 Later a Brahmin of Madras wrote to a gentleman in Chicago
about the Swami and this gentleman took the young Hindu into
his own family  Thus was begun a friendship which lasted as
long as Swami Vivekananda lived  All the members of the
family learned to love the Swami dearly, to appreciate his
brilliant gifts and to admire the punty and simplicity of
his character, to which they often bore willing and loving
testimony